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TRULY INSPIRED…. 
 

I must say how ’INSPIRED’ I have felt during the month of May after so many readers from all 
over the world, emailed me their ‘thanks’, ‘best wishes’ and ‘thoughts’ of what an online magazine 
such as this could include. Thank you to all our readers for making our first edition so successful.   

 
One particular reader emailed me and said that she hadn't done any craft for a while, but after 

reading our online magazine, was ’inspired’ to get back into it.  That is exactly what we are about!!  
We hope to bring together a magazine each month that kicks your creativity to a new level. 

 
Anyone that knows me, knows I like to decorate, and this month I have found a quick and easy 
decorating idea to brighten your dinner table for your next dinner party, all for under $10.00.  

 
We also have a great pattern giveaway from ‘Angels come to Play’, another FREE stitchery project by 

Buzzy Bee Buttons, and some FREE Scrapables by Digi Web Studio, plus all the normal stuff we  
feature.    So without further a-do, lets get to it!! 

 
Team at Inspire 

 

 

NEXT MONTH WE ARE INCREASING OUR PAGES, YES ALREADY!!    
YOU CAN EXPECT MORE OF THE GOODIES FOUND IN THIS EDITION,  
BUT WE HAVE MUCH MORE LINED UP,  SO CONTINUE TO TELL ALL YOUR  

FRIENDS AND CRAFT GROUPS AND LETS GET SET FOR  
 A BUMPER EDITION! 
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www.countrylanedesigns.com


 
Featuring Australian  

Artisians and Designers: 
 

 
The Old Country Prim Shoppe 

Cate’s Country Crafts 
Crafty ‘Ole Crow 
Burgundy Raggies 

Country Hart Designs 
Viv’s Creations 
Cloth to Creation 
Simple Stitches 

Tanya’s Prim Thyme Designs 
Country Junction 
Countin’ Crows 
Raggedy Bits 

Primitive Country Treasures 
Needles & Rags 
Saltbox Mercantile 

Crafted from the Heart 
Rustic Tarts 
Mog’s Designs 
Treann’s Place 
Katherine Falco 
Mugwa Cottage 

Cherry Pie Designs 
Freckle Face Country Store 

Appleberry Farm 
Sunvalley Country Wares 
Railway Cottage Crafts 
Enchanted Things 
Buzzy Bee Buttons 
The Back Shed 

Star Spangled Moggy 
Country Goodies & Candle Delights  

 

www.thechocolatecrowtrader.com
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DECORATING IDEA...DECORATING IDEA...DECORATING IDEA...DECORATING IDEA...    
Watch this space next month as we begin a FREE 6 Month Christmas Block of the Month Quilt Project.  If you’re not into stitching or 
quilting, don't worry, its easy!!!!  This month though I wanted to feature a very quick and easy decorating idea, with some good old 

fashioned Hessian, and a new printed range.    

I saw this Spotty Hessian and fell in love with it.  I purchased a metre some co-ordinating colors and designed a funky table setting for my 
next dinner party (I wonder if the in-laws will like it when they visit this month!).  It is bright and cheery and wow, I am so impressed.  Found 

in all good Spotlight and Quilting Stores.   Hessian has a real country look so you don't need to worry about having it  
perfect!!   The Hessian cost me under $10.00 and with some vine, candles and basic plates, I think we have a winner!  You’d be surprised at 

what you can pull together with what you have lying around the house!!   Challenge yourself this month and email us some photos! 



FREE PROJECT.. 
 

‘PEACEMAKER ANGEL STITCHERY CUSHION’ 
 

A cute Angel Stitchery Cushion  
featuring the words  

‘Blessed are the Peacemakers’.   
Finished cushion measures  

approx 19 x 7in 

 

What you will need: 
• Embroidery Thread DMC 815 
• Embroidery Needle, hoop 
• 1 Fat Quarter of Printed Background Fabric 

or 3 co-ordinating fat eighths 
• 1m White Pom Pom Trim 
• Sewing cotton 
• Vliesofix 
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OVERVIEW 

For the front of this cushion, we have cut our fabric into 1.5in strips and sewn them together.  The Stitchery is 
then attached to the front of this sewn panel with Vliesofix, then blanket stitched.   
 

COLOUR / FABRIC GUIDE 
 

We have used the same fabric for our strips, but you could use 3 co-ordinating fabrics and place them in a way 
to give the cushion a stripy look (eg.cream, pink, then green etc).  I have chosen Redwork for this stitchery, 
however you may wish to change the colour of the embroidery thread or use a whole selection of multiple colours 
this is entirely up to you.   
 

FABRIC AGING 
 

You may wish to age your fabric. Choose a method you are familiar with or you can mix a few teaspoons of  
Parisian essence in very warm tap water.  You can also tea dye your fabric by putting approx 8 tea bags in 1 litre 
of hot water.  Let the fabric soak until you get a colour your happy with. Dry & press with a warm iron. 
NOTE: The stitchery panel will dry slightly lighter than the color it shows when wet.   
 

STITCHING INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Use 2 strands of embroidery thread DMC NO: 815, and backstitch the entire stitchery. You could cut the heart and 
star out of a red matching fabric and easy applique it on using Vliesofix.  Alternatively, you could use buttons to 
give the stitchery a 3D type look.   
 
ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS 
 

Trim the stitched panel to 6.5 x 4in. Ensure the stitchery is centered.  This can best be achieved using a pencil & 
ruler to mark out the area before cutting.  Press all fabric with a hot iron. Then cut: 9 Strips measuring 1.5 x 10in 
of the fabric you wish to use for the front. If you are using 3 different fabrics, cut 3 strips of each etc.                                            
Continued  on page 7... 
 



www.buzzybeebuttons.com


Pin 2 strips together along the longest edge, pinning right sides together.  Sew 
the two strips together using a 1/4in seam. Press the two panels flat.  
Continue to do this with all 9 strips, adding the next to the top of your first 
two strips and ironing after each one.  If you are using different colours, it 
helps to lay out the strips first to organise the colours. 
 
Once you have sewn all 9 strips together, press all the seams as flat as possible.  
Lay your cushion top down over the backing fabric of your choice to determine 
how big your backing piece needs to be, and cut out. Using Vliesofix, attach the 
Stitchery to the front of the panel you've just sewn together, ensuring it is 
centered.  Iron as flat as possible making sure there are no bubbles or creases. 
Blanket stitch around the entire design using DMC 815. 
 
Lay the top cushion panel on a table face up. Get your pom pom trim and line the 
flat edge of the trim up with the edge of the fabric ensuring the pom poms are 
facing inwards towards the middle of your fabric. Carefully place your backing 
fabric facing down, over the lined up cushion panel and pom pom trim line and pin. 
Sew as close to the inside edge of the pom pom trim ribbon part so you don’t see 
this when you open it out. Do the same for all the sides, ensuring you leave a 
small section on one of the sides to put the filling in. 
 
YOU CAN EITHER LEAVE YOUR POM POM TRIM IN ONE BIG PIECE, OR MEASURE THE 
SIDES AND CUT.  WE HAVE ONLY USED THE POM POM TRIM FOR THE TOP AND BOTTOM 
OF THE CUSHION, BUT YOU COULD DO ALL SIDES.  It can be easier to sew the trim to 
the cushion top first before sewing the backing fabric panel over the top. 
 
Pull the cushion cover out through the hole you've left and iron. Put the filling in 
and stitch the side closed.  
 
‘PEACEMAKER ANGEL’ KIT INCLUDING PRE-PRINTED CALICO, PICTURE AND STITCHING 

& CUSHION INSTRUCTIONS, AVAILABLE FOR $10 PLUS POSTAGE. 
POM POM TRIM ALSO AVAILABLE FROM $3.50 PER METRE.. 
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COPYRIGHT 2008 
To view this kit and pom pom trim, and many other goodies, visit 

www.buzzybeebuttons.com                   



We have 10 Cupcake Patterns by 
 ‘Angels come to Play’  

to give away for the month of June.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We want to find the 10 most creative and original cupcake  
recipes floating around.  Maybe you put your own spin on a 
basic recipe, or you have found a recipe that is nothing like 
you’ve ever cooked before.  Maybe you’ve created your own 
cupcake recipe (maybe you now feel inspired to create your 
own!!)  Email us your recipe during the month of June and we 
will pick out the top 10, and publish the best one for all readers 

to try next month. 
 

Entries can be emailed to admin@inspireonlinemagazine.com. 
 

Visit Angels come to Play to view their full range.. 
 
 

Giveaways... 
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AND THE WINNER ISAND THE WINNER ISAND THE WINNER ISAND THE WINNER IS…....    
Thank you to everyone who emailed in with their ideas for  ‘Inspire’, there 
are certainly some very creative people out there.  We will begin putting 
some of your ideas into action over the coming months.   
 
The winner of our May competition for the 12 Month Subscription to 

‘Homespun’ Magazine is Caroline Geoffries of Darwin.   
 
Caroline suggested that ‘Inspire’ be a magazine that helps throw new  
Australian Designers into the craft marketplace, rather than just  
advertising the same old’. 
 
Congratulations Caroline! 

Other suggestions from readersOther suggestions from readersOther suggestions from readersOther suggestions from readers    
 
 
‘I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THINGS THAT I CAN MAKE WITH GLASS BEADS…..AND BUTTONS’. 
 
‘INCLUDE A GALLERY OF FINISHED ITEMS BY ADVERTISERS AND OFFER KITS FOR THOSE ITEMS’. 
 
‘HOW ABOUT DOING A ROUND THE WORLD CORNER, WHERE IT HAS READERS GIVING INSIGHT AS 
TO HOW QUILTING IS GOING IN THEIR PART OF THE WORLD.  HOW ABOUT A GET TO KNOW YOU 
PAGE WHERE READERS CAN ASK FOR E-PALS FROM AROUND THE WORLD AND SHARE A LITTLE 
ABOUT THEMSELVES’. 

.   

www.angelscometoplay.com.au


Working from home.. 
Part 2… ADVANTAGES & DISADVANTAGES 

Last month we briefly discussed some initial thoughts on working from 
home.   While it sounds like a great idea in theory, it isn't for everyone.   
Let me throw some thoughts your direction as to what some of the 

pro’s and con’s of working from home are. 
 

ADVANTAGES ADVANTAGES ADVANTAGES ADVANTAGES     
 

There are some great advantages in working from home! 
 

• No traffic chaos in the mornings 
• Less babysitting costs (sometimes) 

• Easier to juggle family life commitments 
• Be your own Boss 

• To some point you can control your income 
 

DISADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES     
 

Sounds good doesn't it, but if you ask any work from home person, its not all 
roses.! Some of the dis-advantages are: 

 
• Start up costs—can sometimes take a long time to recoup your financial  
investment.  If you’ve left a paying job, this can cause financial tightness. 

• Loneliness—can be lonely working on your own all day. 
• The grass isn't always greener on the other side! 

• Family commitments and responsibilities can sometimes be a distraction 
• It takes time to build a customer base, it really doesn't happen overnight. 

• If you are not a naturally organized and easily motivated person you will find 
it a personal struggle to work for yourself! 

    
PRODUCT TipsPRODUCT TipsPRODUCT TipsPRODUCT Tips    

 

Some things tp consider in planning your business please read carefully and 
understand that after a number of years in the craft industry, I am wanting 

to save you hassle, time and money!!!   
 

I would like to encourage you NOT to simply open another craft or decorating 
shop.  A brief look at the number of websites online these days, should tell 

you that there is SO MANY SHOPS WITH SO MUCH TO CHOOSE FROM. 
 

To be more than just ‘another’ craft or homewares supplier, I would like to 
encourage you to find a top quality product, or create something, brand new 

to the craft market, that not everyone else in your craft field stocks.   
 

It’s unique products that are going to be your best sellers because  
customers cant find them everywhere else.   

 
Quality is the second key.  Your product base needs to be top  

quality.  Because there is so much available these days, customers will go for 
the best quality for their money.   

9999    www.inspireonlinemagazine.com 

    
SERVICESERVICESERVICESERVICE 

Again I would encourage you to do some research on what is  
already available!  If you can provide a service that is second to none in  

quality, time efficiency, and value for money, you will do well.   

 

NOTE: I have focused on Craft & Homewares Type Businesses in  
line with this magazine.  There are lots more opportunities not 

craft related out there aswell!!! 
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SHANNONS ARMY… 
 
This month we hear from a mum who has turned her heartache of losing a son into 
a mission to support other kids who are suffering. 
 
‘Shannon's Army was created after Shannon lost his battle with cancer in June 2006.  Shannon was 
born with a condition called Melanocytic Naevus/Nevi which are birthmarks that can change into 
Melanoma. In our case it did and less than a year after being diagnosed Shannon passed away. 
 
Shannon was lucky enough to spend some time with Australia's finest....the Australian Defence 
Force....he was totally Army mad and would have made a great Soldier..... 
 
In his memory my friend Trish and I decided to start a group on Yahoo and begin creating for 
others. But what are we going to call ourselves? Trish said what else? Shannon’s Army.  We make 
cushions and quilts for other sick kids, to help them through their time of sickness.  We dropped 
100 cushions to the Melbourne Royal Children’s Hospital in August 2006 in time for what would 
have been Shannon’s 6th birthday. We handed out almost 100 quilts in 2007 for Shannon’s first  
anniversary, not bad for a handful of volunteers.  
 
This year unfortunately we haven’t made that many quilts as I am studying to become a nurse 
and volunteers and supplies have been limited.  We do our best to support others in such  
situations and we are planning on handing out quilts to the local hospital for the Oncology day unit 
next month for Shannon’s 2nd anniversary.    
 
We are in constant need of volunteers, and supplies such as wadding-fabric-threads to make 
these quilts.  We would be most appreciative of any time or resources, that could be offered to 
help this Mission continue. 
Erika  
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If you would be interested in supporting 
Shannons Army and their work by: 
  
 * helping create gifts  
 * donating materials  
 * or sharing the work by spreading 
  the word around 
 
please contact Erika and her team on the 
details provided or through their website. 
 
Erika on 0408 010853 

www.shannonsarmy.bravehost.com 

www.shannonsarmy.bravehost.com


 

Free DIGITAL SCRAPABLES 
 

Whether you’re into scrapbooking or you just like to 
fiddle with digital components, these Trendy Button 
Digital Scrap Accents Set will  be fun to play with, and 

handy to have on hand.  They can be used for  
scrapbooking pages, cards, invitations, PDF’s etc.    

 
To download, simply click on the tack picture and follow 
the prompts. Make sure that your Adobe Acrobat Reader 

allows you to open external  
attachments.   

 
If you have problems with your settings, please feel 
free to email us and we will email the file back to you.  

 
Leah has a great range of  

graphics and digital lines so check out her range at 
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Alex & Rani SaxenaAlex & Rani SaxenaAlex & Rani SaxenaAlex & Rani Saxena    

Big Red International 
 

Handmade Greeting cardsHandmade Greeting cardsHandmade Greeting cardsHandmade Greeting cards    

ABN: 79522036842 

www.bigredint.org 

For Creative & Unique  

Handmade Greeting Cards 

and Invitations, that will be 

treasured forever.  

sample 

Courtesy of..Courtesy of..Courtesy of..Courtesy of..    

www.digiwebstudio.com
www.bigredint.org

Digi Web Buttons
dws-dse-trendybuttons2.zip



Rofection  

photography 

Offering a creative photography service for  
artisans, designers and businesses who want top 
quality photos taken of their Products for web-

sites, brochures, covers and  
marketing.    

 
 
You send us your items, we photograph in a number of ways 
(using props, white backgrounds, natural etc) and send the 

cd back to you with your items.   
 

All photos remain your property, no extra fees are  
payable, use them in whatever way you choose.   

 
WE ARE HAPPY TO take requests and TAILOR YOUR PHOTOS 
TO SUIT YOUR STYLE (EG. USE RUSTIC ITEMS FOR PRIMITIVE 
STYLES), AND WILL INCLUDE BOTH INDIVIDUAL SHOTS, AND 

SHOTS OF A FEW PROJECTS TOGETHER.  WE WILL INCLUDE AT 
LEAST 5 PHOTOS OF EACH OF YOUR ITEMS, PLUS  

COMBINATIONS. 
 

NORMAL PRICING IS NORMAL PRICING IS NORMAL PRICING IS NORMAL PRICING IS $25$25$25$25 PER ITEM, SPECIAL ‘INSPIRE’ PRICE  PER ITEM, SPECIAL ‘INSPIRE’ PRICE  PER ITEM, SPECIAL ‘INSPIRE’ PRICE  PER ITEM, SPECIAL ‘INSPIRE’ PRICE 
$20$20$20$20 PER ITEM OR  PER ITEM OR  PER ITEM OR  PER ITEM OR $15$15$15$15 FOR 10 OR MORE ITEMS. FOR 10 OR MORE ITEMS. FOR 10 OR MORE ITEMS. FOR 10 OR MORE ITEMS.    

 
FREIGHT/POSTAGE IS YOUR COST. 

TO REQUEST AN INFO BROCHURE, please email us  

profectionphotograph@aapt.net.au  
 

2 wEEK2 wEEK2 wEEK2 wEEK    
TURNTURNTURNTURN----

AROUNDAROUNDAROUNDAROUND    

MONEY MONEY MONEY MONEY     
BACKBACKBACKBACK    

GUARANTEEGUARANTEEGUARANTEEGUARANTEE    

URGENT URGENT URGENT URGENT     
SERVICE SERVICE SERVICE SERVICE 
AVAILAVAILAVAILAVAIL    

CD CD CD CD 
YOURS YOURS YOURS YOURS 
TO KEEPTO KEEPTO KEEPTO KEEP    



Advertise with us… 
Are you a designer or do you own a Business? Have you considered affordable online  
Advertising?.  Not only is your ad published in our online magazine for a whole month, all our 
previous editions remain on the official Inspire Online website for readers to be able to look back 
through and refer to.  Your advertising dollar remains active as long as your business does.   
 
There is a substantial amount of Buzzy Bee Buttons advertising in this Edition.  Being one of our 
first editions, we need to ‘showcase’ what we will be offering in this magazine.  If you would 
like to join our team by being an article writer, or submit a project or giveaway, we’d love to 
hear from you.   
 
Our advertising rates are listed on our website and start from $10.00.  For more information 
including advertising deadlines etc, please view www.inspireonlinemagazine.com, or email us on 
the details below. 
 

Contact us 
 

General Enquiries 
admin@inspireonlinemagazine.com 
Advertising Enquiries 
advertising@inspireonlinemagazine.com 
Submission Enquiries 
submission@inspireonlinemagazine.com 
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About Inspire.. 
  USAGE POLICY 

 
Inspire is an Online Magazine that is FREE to download for  
readers.  While the Projects in this magazine are covered by 
Copyright, they can be used by you for personal uses.  If you 
have any questions relating to this, please contact the designer 
for clarification.   
 
The Magazine can be printed by you.  To do this, simply print the 
document like you would any other document.   If you only want 
to print particular pages eg. patterns, select which pages you 
want to print when you’re print screen comes up.  

            CREDITS 
 

Graphics used in this Magazine are used in accordance with each 
designers Copyright guidelines.  Commercial licences have been  

purchased where required.  Graphics by: 
* Cheryls Virtual Art (cover photo) 

* Snickerdoodle Dreams (Heather Thompson) 
* Digi Web Studio 

            EDITORS 
 

This Magazine has been designed and edited by Nicole Jones of 
Buzzy Bee Buttons.  Project editing and management by  

Helen Henry.  
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Next month...Next month...Next month...Next month...    
 

* FREE 6 Mth Christmas 
BOM Quilt begins 

* Beading Feature & Project 
* Scrapbooking Project 
PLUS Website changes 
DON’T MISS OUT! 

 


