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From the editor…. 
 

Time fly’s by so fast these days, that I find myself counting down to 
the next Christmas from about the end of January.  I am normally one 

of those people that walks into a shop in September and shakes my 
head at how early the Christmas items are out, but this year I seem 

to have even missed that thought.   It is now November and  
Christmas will be here before we know it.  

 
Now is a good time to start preparing for Christmas even if it’s a 

small task each week.  The November and December editions of  
Inspire, are our official Christmas editions.  They feature Christmas 

ideas, projects and resources.   This edition has all the normal  
features, plus a scrapbooking, sewing and kids project.    

 
Don’t miss our December issue as it will be a larger issue and will  

include more Christmas projects and some very exciting news of what 
2009 will hold for Inspire Online Magazine.   

 
Happy planning until then.. 

 
Nicole Jones & the Team  
Inspire Online Magazine 

WWW.inspireonlinemagazine.com 



IT’S CHRISTMAS... 
Christmas is a great time of the year….not only do we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus and the implications of that event, we also have the opportunity to 
spend time with family and friends, give and maybe receive some gifts, and 
eat yummy food we may not normally indulge in. 
 
It’s a great time to kick back and relax, to unwind, enjoy and recharge for the 
next 12 months.  But if we’re not prepared to some degree in advance, the 
busyness of it all can take away some of the joy and opportunity this season 
brings.  There is no better time to get started than NOW.  It’s November, a 
great time to start thinking of the colors you will go with this Christmas, the 
cards you’re going to send, and gift ideas.   Here are some resourceful  
websites to get your creative ideas flowing.  
 

    www.crafterscommunity.com 
 

    www.familycrafts.about.com 
 

www.holidays.kaboose.com 
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www.idea-queen.com 
 

www.mycraftbook.com 
 

www.allfreecrafts.com 



STAR TREE PROJECT 
What you will need: 
 
• 5 Fat Quarters different but co-ordinating fabrics 
• 1/2 metre brown tonal 
• Matching sewing thread 
• Cushion filling 
• Silver/Green Ric Rac, optional 
• Packet mini Rusty Bells 
• Thick Craft Wire 
• Invisible Thread (or matching) 
• Buttons, optional 
• Large sheet of paper, pen, ruler 
 
This lovely 3D fabric Christmas tree is made up of 6 3D layered fabric stars, each  
featuring rusty bells on the ends of the stars. The beauty of this pattern is that you 
can make the star tree as big or as small as you would like! We have provided you with 
the smallest star template and the tools to keep creating stars in proportion.  
We have used the MODA Daydreams Collection for our tree, and a MODA Brown Tonal for the tree bottom. 
      
There are many other ways that you can decorate your tree. For example, you could stitch extra buttons onto      

 various parts of the tree, add some YoYo’s made up in co-ordinating colors, or use some ric rac or extra rusty 
      wire as tinsel on your tree.   Continued over... 
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DONT HAVE TIME TO MAKE 

ONE OF THESE TREES? WE 

WILL HAVE ONE UP FOR  

AUCTION AT THE CHOC CROW 

TRADER CRAFT AUCTION ON 

THE 28TH NOVEMBER. 



Star tree...continued 
Instructions 
 

1. Trace the star template at the end of this magazine onto the middle of your large piece of 
white paper.   Take a ruler and a pencil or pen, and place a dot 1.5in directly out from each of 
the ends of the star.  Using your ruler, draw the lines between the dots to create the next 
size star.   Do this for as many stars as you would like to make.  This becomes your template.  
You may wish to trace another copy as you will need to cut this one up.  

2. Cut the largest star out leaving each of the inside stars for the minute.  Take the fabrics you 
wish to use (using smaller pieces if you have them for the smaller stars etc).  Starting with 
the fabric for the largest star, pin the template to the fabric and cut 2 large stars.   

3. Cut away the large star template so you now have the size of the next star in front of you.  
Cut out 2 stars in that size from the fabric you wish to use. Continue these steps until you 
get to the smallest star.  YOU MAY WISH TO USE 2 DIFFERENT FABRICS FOR EACH STAR TO ADD   
EXTRA COLOR.  Once you have finished cutting out your stars, iron out any creases. 

4. Using a quarter inch seam, and starting 2/3rds of the way along one of the sides of the star, 
sew each matching shape together.  Ensure you leave a 1in opening so you can pull the stars 
right side out.  Repeat this step until all your stars are sewn 

5. Fill each star with filling or stuffing and satin stitch each of the openings closed. NOTE: you 
can add as much filling to your stars as you like.  You could even fill every second star with 
more than the other stars to give the tree a different look overall. 

6.   Sew a mini rusty bell to each corner of your stars.  We have sewn ours          
onto the top of the star right at the end.      Cont Pg 7...  

TIP ON SEWING WITH RUSTY 
BELLS… 

Take your needle and thread and put 
the needle through a small pinch of   

fabric in the centre where you would 
like your bell to sit.  Thread your bell 
through the needle and hold over the 
initial stitch.  TheN with your needle 
sew through a small bit of the fabric         

underneath the bell before taking your 
needle back underneath the bell (there 
are little grooves where they can be 

threaded). 
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 Friday 28th  Nov 
@ 7.30pm AEDST 

‘Christmas Theme’ 

Primitive  
Handmade 
Christmas 

Craft 
Auction 

 

www.thechocolatecrowtrader.com 



Don’t miss 
hearing from 
Alisa Tilsner 
next month. 

Instructions 
 

8. We have rotated the stars so that each of the star arms fill the space of the previous star arms. You may 
wish to keep all the stars facing the right way.  Starting with the two bottom stars, and using matching 
thread, stitch a few stitches between the two stars, at approx 4 points.  Ensure the stitches are in a 
spot where they cant be seen easily.  Repeat this step until all your stars are sewn together (except the 
top star). 

9. Take your rusty wire, and create a mini spiral tree like shape by winding it around your hand starting with 
the bulkiest part of your hand following down to your fingers.  Cut.  

10. Mould the top of the spiral tree in a straight line then zigzag the very top.  Using some matching thread 
or invisible thread, sew some stitches over the wire pulling the fabric from both sides of the star 

         together over the wire.  You may wish to simply thread some of the wire up through the stitches in the   
 bottom of your smallest star or even use some glue to help hold the wire in place.  
8. You can attach your mini spiral tree in a number of ways.  We have left ours sitting on top to show you 

the shape you will need, but you can make the base of your spiral tree bigger and simply mould it around 
the top layered star, stitching some stitches underneath to ensure it stays in place, or you can simply 
stitch it to the top of the star with invisible thread.  

 
If you wish to use it as your official Christmas tree for the year, consider painting a large 
block of wood, large wooden spool, or brick in a matching brown color, and sit your tree 
on top.         

 
Consider making matching ‘make-do’ ornaments in the same way for  

display with your tree. 
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CLEARANCE SALE ON NOW—UP TO 40% OFF 
www.buzzybeebuttons.com 
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Giveaways... Congratulations Carolyn Bunning, ACT and Michelle Carol,  
SA for winning last months competition. 

Christmas is on its way, so we are giving away two lovely 
metal star tealight candle holders, made out of twisted 
metal. They measure approximately 34cm high, and hold 3 

candles. 

To win the competition for this Month, simply email us 
with your  

favorite Christmas shape eg. star, bell 
We will publish the winners next month. 

admin@inspireonlinemagazine.com 

Some of the most popular color combinations as 
voted by readers for our 

last competition, are: 
 

Brown, Pink and Cream 
Black and White 

Pinks and Greens 
Tonals 

Bright reds and Oranges 
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KIDS CRAFT…. 
paper wreath decorations.. 

For each Wreath you will need: 
 
• One double sided 12x12in scrapbooking card page or two co-ordinating single sided pages 
• Sticky Tape 
• Jute or gold/silver string 
• Stapler 
• Variety of embellishments to decorate with (see middle pic for ideas) 
      
1. Cut the 12x12in pages into 1in strips.  You will need 11 strips in total.   
2. Take one of the strips and lay flat on the table in front of you.  Taking one strip at a time, 

create a circle with the strip ensuring there is a bit of overlay.  Staple the join to the strip 
in front of you, starting approx 1in from the end.  Continue doing this until all the strips are 
used up or you reach approx 1in from the other end. Ensure that each strip is stapled       
    directly next to the previous one, and is straight. IN THE RED WREATH  

 PICTURED, WE PLACED SMALLER CIRCLES AMONGST THE LARGER ONES TO  
    GAIN A DIFFERENT LOOK.     Cont over page... 
      

Christmas is a great time to get the kids involved in craft. Why not try these quick 
and easy wreaths, that can easily be decorated with things you have laying around 

the house.   They also make great candle holders (decoration only) and can be      
personalized for teachers and friends. 
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3. Pull the two ends together overlapping them so that the two end circles are directly beside each other.      
Either staple or sticky tape the two ends together in the middle of the wreath. 

4. Embellish with ribbons, ric rac, scrapbooking embellishments, or simply some string and pencils.   
5. These wreaths can be personalized for a teacher by making a little decorated rectangular card for the   

middle of the wreath at the bottom front with their name on it.  
6. Hang the wreaths by tying up with some jute, string or ric rac. 
 
 

IDEAS:  
 
 

• You can simply use card strips if you don't want to use up scrapbooking cards or papers.  Card is best as it 
has a bit more weight to it, but you can make paper wreaths by using smaller circles. 

• Stamp and color plain paper before cutting into strips for a different type of wreath design 
• Use card making punches to create cut outs in your strips before putting them together. 
• Print a black and white photo of a family member onto A4 photo paper.  Allow to dry then cut into 1.5in 

strips.  Embellish with reds and greens for a personalized decoration or door hanger!  These would look 
great on the wall all year around. 

 
Check back next month for some great school holiday craft ideas. 
 

KIDS CRAFT…. 
paper wreath decorations....cont 
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Scrapbooking layout project...3 Tiered pics 

I absolutely love the black and 
white elements available in  

papers and embellishments at 
present.  Some say that black 

and white color combination is 
the new ‘red’. 

 
The beauty of this color  

combination is that it really doesn't 
matter what secondary color you 
choose to feature with it, it will 
generally look balanced.  Like any 

layout or card design, color balance 
is one of the key ingredients when 

creating a masterpiece.   
 

For Design Tips and list of used products,  
see page 15.   



‘INSPIRE’ CHRISTMAS BOM 

‘There’s much more to Christmas 
Than candle-light and cheer; 
It’s the spirit of sweet friendship 
That brightens all the year; 

‘’Its thoughtfulness and kindness, 
Its hope reborn again, 
For peace, for understanding 
And for goodwill to men’. 
          Unknown 

‘The Spirit of Christmas’ 

Designed by Nicole Jones of   
Buzzy Bee Buttons. 
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‘INSPIRE’ CHRISTMAS BLOCK OF THE MONTH Continued... 

Block 5 
‘OF CHRISTMAS’ STITCHERY PANEL 
This month we begin work on Block 5 of our Christmas Quilt.  If you missed previous 
parts, they can be found in previous issues or under ‘Articles’ on the website. 
 

What you will need: 
 

MODA White Pintuck Fabric (avail in other colors aswell)             Pigment/Transfer Pen 
DMC 815 Red Embroidery Thread          DMC 580 Green Embroidery Thread 
Coloring in pencils, crayons, folk art paints 
 

Instructions 
 

1. Cut a 30 x 15cm panel from your MODA Pintuck fabric, ensuring that the lines run across the 30cm edge.   
2. Print off the pattern on the next page by clicking ‘print’, and selecting ‘current page’.  Using a light box or bright window, trace the small wording onto 

your fabric.  The small wording should fit nicely in between the pintuck lines. Once you have finished all the words, trace the 2 larger words over the top 
of your smaller wording.  BEFORE YOU TRANSFER THE LARGER WORDS, ensure that they will be centered over the smaller wording.   

3. The Green wording is designed to appear underneath your smaller wording, so it is best to stitch it first in the Green thread.  Backstitch the outlines of 
the   letters as shown.  You will notice that you can only see the outline in the featured picture, but you can make it stand out even more by stitching 
the large words with a satin stitch (the other alternative is to color in the letters, see instructions on this below).   See Stitch Guide over page. 

4. With the red thread, backstitch the smaller wording.  NOTE:  You will find that it is best to use reasonably small stitches when stitching words as it allows 
you to get rounder curves in the letters.   

5. Now that all the stitching is completed, you have the option of painting or coloring in the 2 larger words (if you didn't want to 
stitch the insides of the letters).  It is best not to use dark colors as you want the outlines to stand out and you also want to be able 
to read the red writing!   Coloring in pencils, light colored crayons, or thin paint will give a nice touch.   
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COPYRIGHT 2008 
Buzzy Bee Buttons 

 

 For this layout, I have used a funky black and white card base, with embellishments and papers that have matching 
shades of pink, then used a darker pink color to lift the colors in the page layout.  The Jewel Bradz featured in the 
middle of the flowers, have also been used in the middle of the diamonds on the pink paper to help pull the layouts 
different parts together.  Consider tearing the pink paper for a different effect. 
 
     Products used to create this layout: 
 * BELLA Jewel Bradz          * KELLY PANACCI Cardstock Stickers (‘B’) 

  * BELLA Burgundy Flowers and Brads     * CREATING KEEPSAKES Argyle Sweater—Pink Paper 
  * CLOUD 9 DESIGN Vellum Flower Kit (swirls)    * BELLA ELEGANCE Papers (Black/White Card) 

    
  

 

3 Tiered Photo 
Scrapbooking 
Page Layout 

Template 

 



 
 

 
 

General Enquiries 
admin@inspireonlinemagazine.com 
Advertising Enquiries 
advertising@inspireonlinemagazine.com 

About Inspire.. 
USAGE POLICY 

 
Inspire is an Online Magazine that is FREE to download for readers.  While 
the Projects in this magazine are covered by Copyright, they can be used 
by you for personal uses.  If you have any questions relating to this, 
please contact the designer for clarification.   
 
The Magazine can be printed by you.  To do this, simply print the docu-
ment like you would any other document.   If you only want to print par-
ticular pages eg. printables, select which pages you want to print when 
you’re print screen comes up.  

               CREDITS     
Graphics used in this Magazine are used in accordance with each designers 
Copyright guidelines.  Commercial licenses have been purchased where  
required.  Graphics by: Lenm, Sakura (Cover Photo), and Snickerdoodle 
Dreams. 

EDITORS 
 

This Magazine has been designed and edited by Nicole Jones of 
Buzzy Bee Buttons.  Project editing and  

management by Helen Henry.  

SUBMISSIONS  
for projects, articles, and advertising are now being booked for 
the next 6 months.  If you are interested in submitting  
something please email us at  
submission@inspireonlinemagazine.com.  

Contact us 

Advertise with us… 
Are you a designer or do you own a Business? Why not throw your business 
into the spotlight with affordable online advertising.  Not only is your ad pub-
lished in our online magazine for a whole month, all our previous editions re-
main on the official Inspire Online website for readers to be able to look back 
through and refer to.  Your advertising dollar remains active as long as your 
business does.   
 
If you would like advertising information please email us and we will email you 
a PDF. 
 
Advertise your new product release to the world by advertising in Inspire 
Online.  Don’t wait 3 months for your paper advertising to be printed, tell the 
International Craft Market this month!!! 
 
Nicole—Inspire Online 
 
 


