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From the editor…... 
  

Wow time flies when you’re having fun.  Its August already,  the beginning of our 

NEW Inspire Online Magazine & website.  We look forward to the future of the  
magazine and the endless possibilities opened up before us.   

 
Bi-Monthly Magazine  

allows us to focus on providing a larger magazine with more content and projects... 

Competitions & Giveaways  
will be held on the months that the magazine isn't  published.  You will be able to 

enter them simply by leaving a comment, rather than having to email us. 

BLOG Format  
makes it easier to access, simply add it to the BLOG’s you read list and your RSS 

Feed list.   

Special offers and sales  
We will be posting information of special offers and sales from our supporting craft 

and decorating partners.  

Photo Albums  
We have started to create some photo albums for photos of finished projects by our 

readers.  We love featuring free projects in our Magazine, but we love to see your  
finished projects more.  So get the camera out and email us your pictures. 

Better Advertising options  
If you are a craft & decorating business or designer/artisian, the new blog format  

offers easier and better advertising and marketing opportunities.  
 

We trust you will continue to enjoy and be inspired by the Magazine, and look  
forward to involving you in the near future.   

 
Its Winter in Australia, time when we get the excuse to stay inside a little more often 

and decorate or catch up on all those half-finished projects (plenty at my place if you 
don't have any).  In this edition of Inspire, we have three great projects to indulge in, 

we look at decorating with Vinyl decals, and we have a great article from our    
Business Editor. 

 
 

                Nicole & the Team at Inspire Online MagazineNicole & the Team at Inspire Online MagazineNicole & the Team at Inspire Online MagazineNicole & the Team at Inspire Online Magazine    
    

www.inspireonlinemagazine.com 
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‘Home is 
where the 
Heart is...…’ 

PRODUCT SPOTLIGHT….. 
Vinyl Wall Art 

by Nicole Jones 
Have you ever been living in a house where you really want 
to complete your decorating with something nice on the 

wall, but find that you are limited by a no hook policy or 
hooks in all the wrong places?  Or maybe you just cant 

seem to find the right canvas print or picture to really top 
off your creation.    

 

I have recently come across Vinyl Wall Art Decals, and have 
been amazed by the diversity of designs.  There are designs 

for every room of the house including the bathrooms and 
laundry.  You can choose from word phrases, monograms 

and names, geometrical or abstract designs, flowers &  

garden scenes, modern & retro themes, or country and 
primitive themes, and just about anything in between.  In 

fact you can almost name your design and it will be  
available or be able to be created for you.   

 
They are best when used as a feature panel on a  

prominent wall as opposed to all the walls in a room,  

creating another form of a ‘feature wall’.  The best place-
ment of the decals really depends on the design.  Make note 

of the placement in the product photos of the decal you are 
using as it will give you some clues on this, if you need 

some inspiration.   

 
Some suppliers state in their listings that the Decals leave 

no residue on the walls, others will say that some residue 
may be left.  You need to check this if it is  

not noted.   Make sure you purchase from someone  
who has a large variety, as they are most likely to be  

the most experienced and offer a better product  

(as opposed to someone trying out Vinyl in their  
back shed and selling it).  If you have old paint on  

your walls, the Vinyl may talk some of the paint  
off especially if it is already peeling in places.   

You need to think these things though.  

 
Most importantly, follow the Suppliers instructions  

carefully!   
 

I have been window shopping and picked some designs 
That really grabbed my eye.   
Continued over page...  
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Home Decorating Editor  
Are you a Craft Decorating Business owner or designer with a flair for Home  
Decorating,  an ability to provide simple, cost effective tips, and decorating  

articles for our readers?   
 

We will soon have an opening for a Home Decorating  
Editor, and are taking  

expressions of interest.  Please contact us for further details.  

Buzzy Bee Buttons 
www.buzzybeebuttons.com 

AUGUST SPECIAL 
Redwork Houses Stitchery Quilt 

 
16 Square Panels Pre-printed on Calico.. 

Houses, Angel,, Heart & Wording 
 

Finished Quilt 22 x 22in 
 

PATTERN includes color cover,  
pattern, stitching, quilting & frame 

creation instructions. 
$ 

PRE-PRINTED KIT includes color 
cover, pre-printed calico panels with 
cut lines, stitching, quilting & frame 

creation instructions.  
 

BOTH $12.00 EA 
Save up to $14.00.  AUGUST ONLY. 

www.inspireonlinemagazine.com 

www.buzzybeebuttons.com


To view further details of 
these items, click on the  

photos.  Items were  
available for sale at the  

time of publishing. 
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http://www.etsy.com/view_listing.php?listing_id=27843897
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Quilting 
Sewing 

Embroidery 
Other Fabric 

FABRIC PROJECT….. 
Wool Kitty Pillow. 

 by Seneca Pond Crafts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An easy but very cute Cat Cushion, designed by Eileen of 
Seneca Pond Crafts.  Eileen has designed a large range of 
Printables which have many uses, and also offers other 

items to help decorate your home such as lamp shades etc. 
 

Be sure to check out what Seneca Pond Crafts has to offer. 

www.senecapondcrafts.com


What you will need: 
• 3/4 Yard Homespun Fabric for Pillow front and back 
• Fat Quarter of Beige Wool Felt for Cats Body 
• Scraps of wool felt for Calico markings on Kitty & Penny Rug Circles 
• 1 Skein Black Perle Cotton Thread 
• 3/4 Yard Warm n Natural for Pillow Lining 
• Polyester Stuffing 
• 1 pkt Jumbo Ric Rac 
• Freezer Paper 
• White Tacky Glue 
• Sharp Scissors 
• Sewing machine and thread 
• Embroidery Needle 
• 2 Buttons for cats eyes 
 

Instructions: 

{ Felting your Wool is a matter of personal preference for this project. If you want your finished Kitty Pillow to 
have a more fluffy prim appearance, then you should felt your Wool. Be aware, though, that the felting process 
results in fabric shrinkage as it tightens the fibers to give your wool more texture. I have done this pillow both 
with and without felting my wool, and they looked fine both ways. }  
 
1.) Felting Wool ( Optional ) -Take your Wool Felt pieces and place them in a basin of hot water without any 
detergent to get them thoroughly wet. Each color should be done separately as darker colors, in particular, will 
tend to run. Remove the Wool from the water and squeeze out the excess water gently without wringing  
the fabric. Place the Wool in a hot clothes dryer until almost dry, and then remove and allow to finish air drying. 
Again, darker colors should be dried separately.  
 
2.) You may want to tape the two pattern sheets of the Cat's Body together at the dotted line to help with your 
pattern transfer. Begin by tracing the pattern pieces for the Cat's Body, Calico Markings, and Penny Rug  
Circles on the matte side of a piece of Freezer Paper. Place your pattern pieces on the appropriate color of 
Wool with the shiny side down on your fabric ( the drawn pattern will be facing you ), and lightly iron the pieces 
down until they stick. You may want to use a pressing cloth while doing your ironing as Wool Felt is easily 
burnt by a hot iron, and it makes a terrible mess on your iron's soleplate that you really don't want to have to 
clean trust me -been there, done that!  
 
Cat's Body -Sandstone Felt  
 
Calico Markings -Black, Pumpkin, Red, and Dark Brown Felt  
 
Penny Circles -Large Circle Black, Medium Circle Red, Small Circle  
 
Pumpkin Felt  
 
 
Continued over page... 
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3.) Next, cut out your pieces on the drawn line, which will also be your stitching line. You will also cut out the heart 
piece from the center of the kitty's body. You may want to make a small inside cut a short way from the outside 
line of the heart and then do the outline cut.  
 
4.) Cut 2 pieces from your Homespun Fabric, measuring 11" X 17" each, and then also cut out 2 pieces from the 
Warm 'N Natural Batting also measuring 11" X 17 " each.  
 
5) Begin assembling your pillow, by lightly gluing down the Cat's body and the Calico markings in the center of 
your 11" X 17 " pillow panel. Using any white tacky glue that you have available, just place a few small dots on the 
backs of the felt pieces, trying to stay away from the edges of the pieces. You don't want to have the added stress 
of trying to stitch through these fabric layers and also pushing through glue! through glue!  
 
6.) Before you begin stitching, place one of your 11" X 17 " pieces of Warm 'N Natural Batting behind your pillow 
top. You can baste the pieces together or just pin them in a few strategic areas so that the batting won't shift while 
you're stitching the pillow top.  
 
7.) Using the Black Perle Cotton Thread, Buttonhole Stitch all of the Calico Pieces to the Kitty on the inside edges 
first, and then use your thread to stitch completely around the outside of the Cat's Body, catching the Calico  
Markings edges with the edge of the Kitty. Then, Button Hole stitch the inside edges of the Heart. Finally, free-
hand the Cat's mouth and nose markings with a back stitch, and attach two buttons for the Cat's eyes.  
 
8.) Turn over the pillow top, and using your scissors cut a small slit in the Warm "N Natural in the center of the 
heart, just big enough for you to be able to insert a small amount of stuffing to make the Kitty's Heart three  
dimensional on the pillow. After stuffing, use your sewing thread to whipstitch the opening in the Warm 'N Natural 
closed so that the stuffing will remain secure.  
 
9.) Next, position your Wool Felt Circles so that they will look like they are hanging down from the Cat's tail.  
Freehand with a back stitch a hanging thread from the Cat's Tail down to the Penny Circles. Buttonhole Stitch 
around the edges of all three pennies, thereby attaching them together like a sandwich, and finish off by stitching 
a large " X " through the center of the smallest penny.  
 
10.) Now that your pillow top is constructed, take your Jumbo Rick Rack and measure out four pieces, one for 
each side of the pillow, making sure that the Rick Rack pieces overlap each other at the corners. You can baste 
these pieces down before sewing them on your sewing machine, or just pin and sew as I do. You want  
to sew them about a half inch in from the edge of your homespun fabric pillow top. You will be sewing them right 
to the top of your pillow front. First, sew a Rick Rack strip to the bottom edge, followed by the top edge, then one 
side, and finally  
the other side.  
 
11.)Next, you will constructing a pillow sandwich. First, place the second piece of 11" X 17" batting down on your 
table, top that with your pillow backing which is the unsewn piece of 11" X 17 " Homespun. To finish the sandwich, 
place your finished pillow top with the Kitty side down and the batting piece attached to it facing up toward you. 
Baste or pin all the pieces of your Pillow Sandwich together. Starting at about the center bottom of your pillow,  
begin stitching your sandwich together with your sewing machine right on the stitching line that is already there  
from sewing on your Rick Rack. If you can stay as close as possible to that line, when you turn your pillow out for 
stuffing, your Rick Rack trim will be positioned perfectly around the edges of your pillow. You may want to  
reinforce the corners of your pillow as you are sewing by doing a few back stitchings there. Stitch all the way 
around the outside edges of your pillow, but stop about four inches from you began stitching at the bottom edge, 
so that you will have an opening for turning your pillow and for stuffing it.  
 
Continued over page... 



Download  
Printable  

E=Pattern Here 

12.) Before turning your pillow, use scissors to trim the corners of your pillow by making a diagonal cut at each 
corner to reduce the amount of fabric there so that you will have nicely defined corners on your finished pillow.  
 
13.) Turn your pillow to the right side through the opening that you left at the bottom edge of the pillow, and stuff 
your pillow, paying particular attention to the corners so that they are stuffed firmly. Your last finishing touch is to 
take a length of sewing thread and use a whipstitch to close the opening where you just did your stuffing.  
 
14.) Now, take a look at your new pillow, appreciate all your hard work, and then do what every kitty does -lay 
your head down on your pillow and take a nap! You deserve it!!!!! Enjoy!!!!  
 

Eileen Mikolayunas  
www.SenecaPondCrafts.com  

 

All Rights Reserved © 2006 Seneca Pond Crafts  
 

This pattern is protected by copyright and all rights are reserved.  
Photocopying or any other type of mechanical or cyber reproduction is  
prohibited without permission from the designer. Finished items may  

be sold with credit given and stated for the designer,  
Seneca Pond Crafts, Eileen Mikolayunas  

 
 

 
Congratulations to  
Suzanne Metfield of 

Idaho, US for winning our  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pip Berry Family  
Star Decoration. 

Giveaways..  
This month we are giving away a 

lovely Mother and Daughter  
Muslin Doll Set.  They have dainty 
faces, bows in their hair, and ‘like 
mother’ ‘like daughter’ on their 
dresses.  They measure 20” and 

14” tall and sit lovely.  
 

All you need to do to be in the 
draw for this lovely set of dolls, is 
leave a comment on the BLOG  

under the August Edition Post of 
where you are from (State &  

Country is fine). 
 

Winner will be announced in the 
next edition.  Competition runs for 

August and September 09. 

www.senecapondcrafts.com
www.senecapondcrafts.com
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Prim Kitty Pillow Directions: 
 


{ Felting your Wool is a matter of personal preference for this project.  If you want your 
finished Kitty Pillow to have a more fluffy prim appearance, then you should felt your 


Wool.  Be aware, though, that the felting process results in fabric shrinkage as it 
tightens the fibers to give your wool more texture.  I have done this pillow both with and 


without felting my wool, and they looked fine both ways. } 
 


1.) Felting Wool ( Optional ) - Take your Wool Felt pieces and place them in a 
basin of hot water without any detergent to get them thoroughly wet.  Each color 
should be done separately as darker colors, in particular, will tend to run.  Remove 
the Wool from the water and squeeze out the excess water gently without wringing 
the fabric.  Place the Wool in a hot clothes dryer until almost dry, and then remove 
and allow to finish air drying.  Again, darker colors should be dried separately. 


 
2.) You may want to tape the two pattern sheets of the Cat's Body together at the 
dotted line to help with your pattern transfer.  Begin by tracing the pattern pieces 
for the Cat's Body, Calico Markings, and Penny Rug Circles on the matte side of a 
piece of Freezer Paper. Place your pattern pieces on the appropriate color of Wool 
with the shiney side down on your fabric ( the drawn pattern will be facing you ), and 
lightly iron the pieces down until they stick.  You may want to use a pressing cloth 
while doing your ironing as Wool Felt is easily burnt by a hot iron, and it makes a 
terrible mess on your iron's soleplate that you really don't want to have to clean - 
trust me - been there, done that! 
 
  Cat's Body - Sandstone Felt   
 Calico Markings - Black, Pumpkin, Red, and Dark Brown Felt 
  Penny Circles - Large Circle Black, Medium Circle Red, Small Circle 
 Pumpkin Felt 
 
3.) Next, cut out your pieces on the drawn line, which will also be your stitching 
line.  You will also cut out the heart piece from the center of the kitty's body.  You 
may want to make a small inside cut a short way from the outside line of the heart 
and then do the outline cut.   
 
4.) Cut 2 pieces from your Homespun Fabric, measuring 11" X 17" each, and then 
also cut out 2 pieces from the Warm 'N Natural Batting also measuring 11" X 17 " 
each. 
 
5) Begin assembling your pillow, by lightly gluing down the Cat's body and the 
Calico markings in the center of your 11" X 17 " pillow panel.  Using any white 
tacky glue that you have available, just place a few small dots on the backs of the 
felt pieces, trying to stay away from the edges of the pieces.  You don't want to have 







the added stress of trying to stitch through these fabric layers and also pushing 
through glue! 
 
6.)  Before you begin stitching, place one of your 11" X 17 " pieces of Warm 'N 
Natural Batting behind your pillow top.  You can baste the pieces together or just 
pin them in a few strategic areas so that the batting won't shift while you're 
stitching the pillow top. 
 
7.) Using the Black Perle Cotton Thread, Buttonhole Stitch all of the Calico 
Pieces to the Kitty on the inside edges first, and then use your thread to stitch 
completely around the outside of the Cat's Body, catching the Calico Markings 
edges with the edge of the Kitty.  Then, Button Hole stitch the inside edges of the 
Heart.  Finally, freehand the Cat's mouth and nose markings with a back stitch, 
and attach two buttons for the Cat's eyes. 
 
8.) Turn over the pillow top, and using your scissors cut a small slit in the Warm 
"N Natural in the center of the heart, just big enough for you to be able to insert a 
small amount of stuffing to make the Kitty's Heart three dimensional on the 
pillow.  After stuffing, use your sewing thread to whipstitch the opening in the 
Warm 'N Natural  closed so that the stuffing will remain secure. 
 
9.) Next, position your Wool Felt Circles so that they will look like they are 
hanging down from the Cat's tail.  Freehand with a back stitch a hanging thread 
from the Cat's Tail down to the Penny Circles.  Buttonhole Stitch around the 
edges of all three pennies, thereby attaching them together like a sandwich, and 
finish off by stitching a large " X " through the center of the smallest penny. 
 
10.) Now that your pillow top is constructed, take your Jumbo Rick Rack and 
measure out four pieces, one for each side of the pillow, making sure that the Rick 
Rack pieces overlap each other at the corners.  You can baste these pieces down 
before sewing them on your sewing machine, or just pin and sew as I do. You want 
to sew them about a half inch in from the edge of your homespun fabric pillow top.  
You will be sewing them right to the top of your pillow front.   First, sew a Rick 
Rack strip to the bottom edge, followed by the top edge, then one side, and finally 
the other side. 
 
11.)Next, you will constructing a pillow sandwich.  First, place the second piece of 
11" X 17" batting down on your table, top that with your pillow backing which is 
the unsewn piece of 11" X 17 " Homespun. To finish the sandwich, place your 
finished pillow top with the Kitty side down and the batting piece attached to it 
facing up toward you.  Baste or pin all the pieces of your Pillow Sandwich together.  
Starting at about the center bottom of your pillow, begin stitching your sandwich 
together with your sewing machine right on the stitching line that is already there 







from sewing on your Rick Rack.  If you can stay as close as possible to that line, 
when you turn your pillow out for stuffing, your Rick Rack trim will be positioned 
perfectly around the edges of your pillow.  You may want to reinforce the corners 
of your pillow as you are sewing by doing a few back stitchings there.  Stitch all 
the way around the outside edges of your pillow, but stop about four inches from 
you began stitching at the bottom edge, so that you will have an opening for 
turning your pillow and for stuffing it. 
 
12.) Before turning your pillow, use scissors to trim the corners of your pillow by 
making a diagonal cut at each corner to reduce the amount of fabric there so that 
you will have nicely defined corners on your finished pillow. 
 
14.) Turn your pillow to the right side through the opening that you left at the 
bottom edge of the pillow, and stuff your pillow, paying particular attention to the 
corners so that they are stuffed firmly.  Your last finishing touch is to take a 
length of sewing thread and use a whipstitch to close the opening where you just 
did your stuffing. 
 
15.) Now, take a look at your new pillow, appreciate all your hard work, and then 
do what every kitty does - lay your head down on your pillow and take a nap!  You 
deserve it!!!!!  Enjoy!!!! 
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PRIM  PROJECT…... 
Gingerbread Family Wreath 
by Suzie Kimball 

Suzie from ‘One of the Flock’ has created this lovely  

Gingerbread Wreath. 
 

Not only is it simple to create, it would make a great  
addition to both a Primitive and Country Room, or make a 

great gift. 
 

See Suzie’s other creations by checking out her Etsy store 
by clicking on her Banner. 

http://www.oneoftheflock.etsy.com


www.inspireonlinemagazine.com 

Gingerbread Family Wreath Pattern  
 
 

Please read all instructions before starting. I used a hot glue gun on everything  that calls for glue.  
 
Heads:  
Cut out all pattern pieces. Trace onto double layer of muslin the following: 2 large heads, 2 medium heads, 1 
small head. Sew on traced lines. On each head, cut a slit on the back for turning and stuffing. Stuff all heads 
firmly, and whip  stitch openings closed. Tea dye all of the heads with a dark solution of tea  mixture. I use a spray 
bottle for this. If you don't, then I suggest tea dying the  fabric before cutting. If you want them darker, tea dye 
again.  
 
*You may use a gingerbread colored fabric instead of tea dying if you prefer.  
 
Using an old toothbrush and water thinned acrylic paint, dip the toothbrush into paint and with your finger or 
thumb splatter all faces with golden brown paint, and  then with white paint. You may wish to practice on a scrap 
piece of fabric first.  Before you paint the facial features, blush all cheeks with barn red, or a red paint. *I use the 
dry brush technique.  
 
*Using a number 5 or 8 dry brush, dip brush into red paint, and wipe most of it off  on a brown paper bag or coffee 
filter. Then wipe the brush across the cheek area  until you get the desired color of cheeks. Again, you may want 
to practice on a  scrap piece of  
fabric.  
 
Transfer face patterns to fabric. Basecoat all eyes white. Then outline them with black, once dry. Paint in black 
pupil. Add color according to pattern, then add your white highlight (comma) in each eye. If you can paint  
eyelashes, do so on the girls  only. Paint noses with golden brown, and highlight with white. Paint mouth and   
eyebrows with black. Add dots of white on each cheek with the tip of your  paintbrush. You can paint icing with 
puff paint or regular white paint.   I use **puff paint, but it does take longer to dry.  
 
Wreath:  
Tear a strip of homespun fabric 3" by 60" long. Weave this strip in and  out of the wreath, starting at the top and 
finishing at the top. Cut excess if  necessary, and glue ends. Make a big bow with a 3" by 44" torn strip of  
homespun  fabric. Glue this bow onto top of the wreath, centering it. I glued the ends of the bow out over the 
wreath (refer to photo)  
 
Continued over page...  
 
 

http://www.oneoftheflock.etsy.com


Inspire Online is a FREE Magazine for download. But 
we have had some requests from readers for a  

subscription option.   Subscribing to Inspire means 
you will receive the magazine in your Inbox  rather 

than having to download it from our website.  This is a 
great option if you love reading but are short of time, 

or as a gift for someone you want to Inspire. 
 

 12 months subscription (6 Editions) only $12.95 
Second Subscription (eg. Gift) $8.95 

Please email us for a Paypal subscription. 

Download Printable  
E=Pattern Here 
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Make a raffia bow a little smaller than the fabric bow and glue it on top of it.  With white paint, paint the words: 
Baked With Love on each of the three hearts (refer to photo) and glue them onto the wreath.  
 

Bows and Bowties:  
 
Tear 2" by 24" strips...one each for mom and dad. Tie into a bow. I like to leave the boy's ties longer, so they can 
hang more. Trim mom's bow as needed. For sister and brother, tear the strips into.. 2" by 20" and the little ones 
tear into...1.5" by 18" strips. Repeat steps as for mom and dad. Glue bows and bowties on, referring to photo for 
placement.  
 

Almost Done:  
 
Glue heads onto wreath (refer to photo). Use a lot of hot glue, and hold firmly until set. The lil' one's head is  
actually glued onto the back-tops of Mom and Dad's head. Now add a hanger for your wreath to the top-back of 
wreath, using jute or craft wire.  
 
Sit back and enjoy your wreath!!~~  
 
**Duncan Scribbles Fabric writer, available at Joann's or Michaels Craft Store.  

http://www.oneoftheflock.etsy.com
http://www.oneoftheflock.etsy.com







Gingerbread Family Wreath Pattern


Please read all instructions before starting. I used a hot glue gun on everything
that calls for glue.


Heads:  Cut out all pattern pieces. Trace onto double layer of muslin the following:
2 large heads, 2 medium heads, 1 small head. Sew on traced lines. On each head,
cut a slit on the back for turning and stuffing. Stuff all heads firmly, and whip
stitch openings closed.  Tea dye all of the heads with a dark solution of tea
mixture. I use a spray bottle for this.  If you don't, then I suggest tea dying the
fabric before cutting. If you want them darker, tea dye again.
*You may use a gingerbread colored fabric instead of tea dying if you prefer.


Using an old toothbrush and water thinned acrylic paint, dip the toothbruch into
paint and with your finger or thumb splatter all faces with golden brown paint, and
then with white paint. You may wish to practice on a scrap  piece of fabric first.
Before you paint the faicial features, blush all cheeks with barn red, or a red
paint.  *I use the drybrush technique.
*Using a number 5 or 8 drybrush, dip brush into red paint, and wipe most of it off
on a brown paper bag or coffee filter. Then wipe the brush across the cheek area
until you get the desired color of cheeks. Again, you may want to practice on a
scrap piece of fabric.


Transfer face patterns to fabric. Basecoat all eyes white.  Then outline them with
black, once dry.  Paint in black pupil. Add color according to pattern, then add your
white highlight (comma) in each eye. If you can paint eyelashes, do so on the girls
only. Paint noses with golden brown, and highlight with white. Paint mouth and
eyebrows with black.  Add dots of white on each cheek with the tip of your
paintbrush. You can paint icing with puff paint or regular white paint.
I use **puff paint, but it does take longer to dry.


Wreath:  Tear a strip of homespun fabric 3" by 60" long. Weave this strip in and
out of the wreath, starting at the top and finishing at the top.  Cut excess if
necessary, and glue ends.  Make a big bow with a 3" by 44" torn strip of homespun
fabric.  Glue this bow onto top of the wreath, centering it.  I glued the ends of the
bow out over the wreath (refer to photo)            Continued.........







Make a raffia bow a little smaller than the fabric bow and glue it on top of it.
With white paint, paint the words: Baked With Love on each of the three hearts
(refer to photo) and glue them onto the wreath. 


Bows and Bowties:  Tear 2" by 24" strips...one each for mom and dad. Tie into a
bow.  I like to leave the boy's ties longer, so they can hang more. Trim mom's bow
as needed.  For sister and brother, tear the strips into.. 2"  by 20" and the little
ones tear into...1.5"  by 18" strips.  Repeat steps as for mom and dad. Glue bows and
bowties on, referring to photo for placement.


Almost Done:  Glue heads onto wreath (refer to photo).  Use a lot of hot glue, and
hold firmly until set.  The lil' one's head is actually glued onto the back-tops of
Mom and Dad's head.  Now add a hanger for your wreath to the top-back of
wreath, using jute or craft wire.


Sit back and enjoy your wreath!!~~


**Duncan Scribbles Fabric writer, available at Joann's or Michaels Craft Store.


Let the peace of God rule your spirit.
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PROJECT….. 
Abundant Roses 
Gift Collection 

by Nicole Jones 
Create these simple gift giving ideas using a few 

paints, some cardboard and some  
plain gift bags.  

 
What you will need:….. 
* Piece of White Cardboard Brown, Red & Green 
* Folk Art Paints 
* Medium Paint Brush (approx 4mm wide) 
* Double sided tape or very strong glue 
* Thin Black Nikko Pen or similar 
* Red Grosgrain Ribbon or similar 
* Hole punch 
* Plain gift bags (available cheaper in bulk) 
* Paint tray or ice-cream container lid 

 

Please read through all the  instructions  

carefully before beginning painting. 

 
Painting Instructions 
1. Lay out the piece of card on a table in front 

of you.  If you are wanting to make cards, 
ensure you leave approx 4in of plain card 
around the outside of your painting area.  
Beginning with the brown, paint a portion 
of the card using up and down strokes.  It 
doesn't matter if some of the white back-
ground color shows through in parts as 
this adds to the finished look.  Ensure that 
the paint is evenly spread.  Allow to dry. 

     
TIP: Why not paint up a few sheets of cardboard 
while you have everything out.  You can play 
around with backgrounds, and colors all on the 
one sheet, creating different styles as you go.  
Cut them up, store them safely, then when you 
need a card or gift bag, simply pull out one of 
your creations and have them put together in  

seconds. 
 
Continued over page... 
  



 

2. It is best to paint the roses in rows going  
 downwards.  Beginning with red paint, place your 
 brush with a small amount of paint on it on the 
 card forming the centre of your rose.  Using a     
 circular motion, and a swirl type design, move 
 your brush in  circles beginning small close to the 
 centre and getting larger as you go out.  If the 
 outer circles are thin on paint, you can go over 
 them with another small layer.  Make sure you 
 leave some parts thin and wispy as we have.   
 
 The majority of our roses are approx 2.5in wide, 
 but it doesn't matter if they are slightly different.  
 For the bags, we have painted a larger rose 
 (approx 4in wide). 
 
DRYING TIP: When your layers of paint are drying, take your card 
and loosely create a large loop in the card (as per picture on the 
left).  This stops the card from curling in places where the paint 
has been applied and helps the card to stay in consistent shape.  

 
3. Using a Thin Nikko Pen, draw in some loose 

swirls following the design of your rose.  This 
doesn't have to be exactly the same, and doesn't 
have to cover the whole painted rose.   

 
4. Take the green paint, and paint a small circle in 

the centre of your roses.  Allow to dry. 
 
If you have other Folk Art Paint colors in your craft 
stash, you can work with all sorts of color  
combinations for the roses and backgrounds, and  
even add a thin second wispy co-ordinating color to 
your roses to give them a deeper look eg. Burgundy  
 
5. Once your card is totally dry, you can begin  
 cutting up the flowers.   
 

 
 

Bookmarks….. 
I have chosen roses with background for my  
bookmarks, but you may choose otherwise.  
 
1. Cut lengths of cardboard with roses in sets of 

three, leaving some card around the outsides of 
the roses. 

2. Using a hole punch, punch a hole in the top of 
the bookmark. 

3. Tie red grosgrain ribbon (or similar), through the 
hole and tie. 

 
Our bookmarks measure approx 7i x 2in. 

 
      Continued over page... 

Bookmarks 



 

Gift Bags….. 
Gift Bags are a popular form of gift wrapping these days.  Instead of wrapping a gift in printed 
wrapping paper (which can be expensive), consider purchasing some Tissue Paper to wrap the 
gift, then give the gift in cute bags like these.  Both Tissue Paper and Plain Paper gift bags can be  
purchased in Bulk or at your local craft stores.  The bags we have used are approx 12in high and 
are a nice medium size.   
 
1. Cut out rows of three roses, or single larger roses from your cardboard sheet. 
2. Using double sided tape or strong glue, attach the rose panel to the centre of the front of the 

bag.  If the painted piece of card is slightly bowed in places from the paint drying, take it and 
gently bend it into loops both ways, then lay it flat before you attach it. 

3. Insert your gift into the bag, and finish it off by tying some grosgrain ribbon (or similar) to 
the two handles, tying them together.   

Gift Bags 

 

Gift Cards 

1. As mentioned earlier in the instructions, 
leave approx 4in of plain card around the   
outside of your painted roses.  If you 
paint roses in rows downwards it is easier 
to get sets of 3 that line up reasonably 
well.  

2. With your painted cardboard in front of 
you, cut to the right hand side of the first 
row going down ensuring you leave 
approx 1in between your roses and your 
cut line.  Cutting the cardboard this way 
will give you 3 roses on the right of your 
piece of card, and a blank portion on the 
left, which will be the back of your card.  

3. Fold the card in half longways, folding at 
approx 1in from the left edge of the roses. 

4. Trim off any excess card hanging out the 
bottom.  

5. You could stamp or write a greeting to 
the front of the card, or simply leave it as 
it is and write on the inside.  

COPYRIGHT  NICOLE JONES  2009. 



IN BUSINESS….. 
The Importance of Customer  

Service  by The Buzz 
 
“People expect good service but few are willing to 

give it”    - Robert Gately    

 
Today’s’ business market is as competitive as ever, even 

a bit cut throat as the economy continues its downward 
spiral. In order for businesses to thrive, special attention 
must be given to providing customers with stellar  

customer service. The quality of your customer service is 
often the determining factor in whether your business 

succeeds or fails. It does not matter if you are the CEO 
of a large corporation or a lone online business owner 

trying to keep your business afloat. The way you interact 
with your customers can make or break your business.   

 
Without customers, you would not have a business. And 

while quality merchandise and services are the essential 
building blocks of any business, they are not the only 

structures that will make your business foundation 
strong. Customer service, which means you follow each 

order through from start to finish, creates customer  
retention and loyalty that may very well turn into repeat 

business as well as excellent ‘word of mouth’ potential. A 
satisfied customer is more likely to tell others about 

your business than an unsatisfied one.   
 
Online businesses face a great challenge when it comes 

to providing quality customer service. Brick and mortar 
stores have an advantage over their online counterparts 

in that they can ‘wow’ their customers in the real world 
with slick selling tactics and by making face-to-face  

personal connections. In the ‘virtual world’, where you 
never see your customer’s face, a new set of dynamics 

must be implemented to ensure a positive buying  
experience. 
        Continued over page... 

http://www.thebuzz.etsy.com


You’ve probably heard the old adage “A stitch in time saves nine”, this holds            

especially true when running a business. Plan ahead for all eventualities so that 

you can deal with them, head on, should the eventuality arise. 

Quality Control 

The quality of your product will be the primary factor in determining customer 
satisfaction. It is your responsibility to ensure that your product is well made 

and with durable materials.  You must also make sure that it is packaged well 
so that it will not be damaged in transit through the postal system.  

     

 

    

    Accessibility  

Being accessible to customers is the lifeblood of your business. “Can my         
customers contact me easily and efficiently?” is a question that you should be 

asking yourself. It’s a fact that customers will have questions about your prod-
ucts from time to time. A working email address or telephone number can help 

you offer quick and accurate responses to any queries you receive. You must re-
alize that customers, especially online ones, seek immediate gratification for 

their buying needs. They are not going to wait around for you to get your act to-
gether but will most likely shop with one of your competitors.   

    Honesty: The Best Policy  

If for any reason you have a problem fulfilling a customer’s order, be honest and 

let the buyer know the reason for the setback. Most customers will be willing to 
work with you until the order can be resolved. You can request more time to   

fulfill the order or, in the event that the order is time sensitive (such as if it is  
intended as a birthday gift) offer a full refund. You might even go that extra mile 

by referring your customer to another seller who can match the item without  
difficulty. Don’t ever lie to a customer for the sake of preserving the sale.       

Dishonest ‘stall’ tactics can get you in trouble and affect your online selling 
reputation.     

 
The Personal Touch   

The transaction does not end simply because you have been paid and you have 
shipped the item. Follow up with each of your customers, by either phone or 
email, to make sure that they received the package. Listen to any feedback that 

they might have and, above all, be courteous. Your customer will feel valued and 
confident that you care about their patronage.  

Customer service etiquette is what will help you rise above your competitors. 
Giving your customers specialized and personal attention will demonstrate your 

gratitude for their business, which will keep them coming back for more! 
  

  
    For more business tools for success, visit: www.TheBuzz.etsy.com 

http://www.thebuzz.etsy.com


CONTACT US 
For all magazine support, submission, subscription and  
advertising enquiries, please contact us on the email  

address below. 

 

inspireonlinemagazine@gmail.com 

USAGE POLICY 
Inspire is an Online Magazine that is FREE to download for readers.  While 
the Projects in this magazine are covered by Copyright, they can be used 
by you for personal uses.  If you have any questions relating to this, please 

contact the designer for clarification.   
 

The Magazine can be printed by you.  To do this, simply print the  
document like you would any other document.   If you only want to print 

particular pages eg. printables, select which pages you want to print when 
you’re print screen comes up.  

                  CREDITS     
Graphics used in this Magazine are used in accordance with each  
designers Copyright guidelines.  Commercial licenses have been  

purchased where required.  Graphics by: Snickerdoodle Dreams, Nicole 
Jones, and Araraadt. 

 

EDITORS 
This Magazine has been  

designed and published by Nicole Jones of Buzzy Bee Buttons.   
Project editing and management by  

Helen Henry.  

SUBMISSIONS  
for projects, articles, and advertising are now being booked for the next 6 
months.  If you are interested in submitting something please email us at  

submission@inspireonlinemagazine.com.  

ADVERTISE WITH US 
Are you a designer or do you own a Business? Why not throw your busi-
ness into the spotlight with affordable online advertising.  Not only is your 
ad published in our online magazine for a two month period, all our previ-
ous editions remain on the official Inspire Online website for readers to be 

able to look back through and refer to.  Your  
advertising dollar remains active as long as your business does.   

 
If you would like advertising information please email us and we will email 

you an informational PDF. 

 

               

 

 

 

 
 
 


